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British air force

officer

In 1936 Dow-
ding became
A.O.C.-in-C.
Fighter Com-
mand, which
controlled the
fighter air-
craft, the A.A.
guns, search-
lights, barrage
balloons, and
the Royal Ob-
server Corps.
When in the
R.F.C. he had developed radio
communication between artillery
batteries and aircraft, and this
experience proved invaluable in
building up the close cooperation
between ground and air upon
which- anti-aircraft defence de-
pended. The achievements of
British fighters in the battle of
Britain were partly due to his in-
spiring leadership of the brilliant
organization he had built up in
three years before the outbreak
of war in 1939. Relinquishing his
command in Nov., 1940, " Stuffy "
Dowding went to the U.S^A.
for the ministry of Aircraft Pro-
duction. Until he retired from
the R.A.F. on July 15, 1942, he
was reviewing aircraft establish-
ments with a view to economy.
He was knighted in 1933 and made
a peer in 1943. His dispatch on
the Battle of Britain was pub-
lished 1946. He evinced much
interest in spiritualism.

Dowel. Wooden, metal, or
stone member used to unite two
parts of a joint or to keep the parts

Dowel.   Showing how dowels unite
two parts of a joint

in proper position with relation to
each other. Wood dowels, made
from cylindrical hardwood, are
widely used in door and window
frames, chairs, etc., as an alterna-
tive to mortise-and-tenon joints,
though they are not so strong.
Two corresponding holes are bored
in the members to be united ; the
dowels are glued and inserted into
one of a pair of members, and the
other member is then put in place
and cramped up until the glue sets
and hardens. Location dowels are
rased for cornices and ornamental
members on bookcases; the dowel
is glued into the loose member and
fits into a dry, unglued hole in the
fixed member.

Slate or iron dowels, rectangular
in section, are used in masonry for
mullions, transoms, coping stones,
etc. They are cemented into regis-
tering holes in the two members.
Besides helping to unite the stones,
they hold them secure against
sliding or other lateral movement.
The posts of a doorframe used for
an outer door are usually dowelled
at the foot into the stone, concrete,
or wooden threshold, the dowels
being of iron. Dowels in engineer-
ing and machinery facilitate the
correct positioning of members.

Dower (late Latin doiarium,
gift). In English law, the amount
allowed to a widow out of her hus-
band's freeholds which he had not
disposed of in his lifetime or by
will. She was entitled to a life in-
terest in one-third of these lands,
set out by metes and bounds.
Bower was abolished by the Ad-
ministration of Estates Act, 1925.

Dowie, JOHN ALEXANDER
(1847-1907). Scottish religious im-
postor. He was born May 25,1847,
at Edinburgh, and was for some
years a Congregational minister in
Australia, where he called himself
the second Elijah, claimed power
to heal diseases, and described
himself as the First Apostle of
Christ and the General Overseer
of the Catholic Church. He went
to America in 1888 and founded
Zion City (q.v.), but in 1906 was
deposed for embezzlement and
polygamy. He died March 9,1907.

Dowlais. Former village of
Glamorganshire, Wales, now part
of Merthyr Tydfil. It has railway
stations. There are ironworks,,
and the second occupation is coal-
mining. Lighter industries have
been introduced. Market day,
Sat. Pop. 10,250.

Dowland, JOHN (1563-1626).
British composer and lutenist.
During his youth he travelled in
Europe and was lutenist to
Christian IV of Denmark, 1598-
1606, He lived in England during
his last years and from 1612 was
lutenist to James I and Charles I.
His first book of songs appeared
in 1597 ; his third in 1603. In
that year appeared his Lachrymae
or Seven Teares, Figured in Seven
Passionate Pavans. In 1612 he
published his fourth and last book
of songs, A Pilgrimes Solace.
These four volumes (to lute accom-
paniment) rank among the finest
songs ever written; as regards
form and harmonic effect they are
ageless. " Weep You No More,
Sad lountains," "Shall I GO
Walk in the Woods so Wild ?"
" Now, 0 now, I Needs Must
Part," are perfect of their kind.

Down. Eastern maritime county
of Northern Ireland. It has a
coast-line of nearly 70 m.} exclud-
_____^ ing inlets. The
principal inden-
tations from N.
to S. are Belfast
Lough, Strang-
ford Lough
(studded with
islets), Dundrum
Bay, and Carling-
ford Lough ; the
chief rivers are

Down arms

the Lagan, Bann, and Newry.
Mineral springs occur in several
parts. Most of the surface is
hilly, and in the S. the Mourne
Mts. attain a height of 2,796 ft.
(Slieve Donard). Much of the
soil is cultivated for oats, wheat,
potatoes, and flax; fisheries and
horse-breeding engage many
people, and linen and inuslin manu-
factures, and cotton and flax
spinning are leading industries.
Traffic facilities through the co.
are afforded by the Ulster Rail-
ways, The Northern Ireland Road
Transport Board, and the Newry
and Lagan canals. The principal
towns are Downpatrick (county
town), Bangor, Newtownards,
Newry, Banbridge, Holywood,
Donaghadee, Newcastle, and War-
renpomt. It forms two co,
constituencies. Eight members art
sent to the N. Ireland parliament.
Area, 952 sq. m. Pop. (1951)
241,181.
Downham Market* Urban
dist. and market town of Norfolk,
England. On the Ouse, 10J m. S.
of King's Lynn, it is the centre
of an agricultural dist. and has
maltings, flour mills, and light
engineering works. Two annual
fairs are held. Market day, Fri.
Pop. (1951) 2,765.
Downing, AETHtnt MATTHEW
WELD (1850-1917). British astro-
nomer. Born at Bagnalstown, co.
Carlow, he was educated privately
and at Trinity College, Dublin. In
1873 he was appointed assistant at
the Royal Observatory, Green-
wich, and was in 1890-91 secre-
tary of the Royal Astronomical
Society,- becoming vice-president
in 1893. In the same year he was
elected president of the British
Astronomical Association. His
work on the Nautical Almanac, of
which he was superintendent for a
quarter of a century, was of great
value, and when in Nov., 1899, the
swarm of meteors known as the
Leonids was expected to meet the
earth, Downing published calcu-
lations showing that they would
swerve sunward and miss this
planet. He died Dec. 8, 1917.